Of Mice & Men






Name

Chapter 1

Guided Reading Questions

1. When George and Lennie approach the river, why does George warn Lennie not to drink too much water?

2. What has George told Lennie about that he always remembers even when he forgets everything else?

3. Why does Lennie have a dead mouse in his pocket?

4. Why does George order Lennie not to talk when they get to the ranch?

5. What happened to all of the mice that Lennie’s Aunt Clara gave him?

6. Why have George and Lennie run away from Weed?

7. What does Lennie want to eat with his beans?

8. Why does George say that migrant workers who travel from farm to farm are the loneliest people in the world?

9. What dream do George and Lennie share?

10. What does George tell Lennie to do if he gets in trouble at their new job site?
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Name

Chapter 2

Guided Reading Questions

1. Where do the ranch hands keep their personal belongings such as soap, razors and magazines?

2. Candy, the old swamper who shows George and Lennie to their bunks, is missing what limb?
3. Candy uses the “n” word very easily.  What does this suggest?

4. What is Steinbeck, the author, trying to say by having a “sweet” guy like Candy use racial slurs?
5. What evidence does the old swamper give that the ranch boss is a “pretty nice fella”?

6. What evidence is there that the boss is not a working man?
7. According to the old swamper, what is Curley good at?

8. According to the old swamper, why does Curley wear a work glove on his left hand?

9. What is the general attitude toward Curley’s wife?

10. Describe Slim, the jerkline skinner.

11. Why does Carlson suggest shooting Candy’s dog?

12. What is the understood question that Lennie wants George to ask Slim?
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Name

Chapter 3

Guided Reading Questions

1. Why does George say Lennie will want to sleep in the barn that Friday night?

2. According to George, how did he end up traveling with Lennie?

3. How do you think it made Lennie feel when George played the joke on him and explain why you think this? How would it have made you feel? Explain.
4. Summarize the story of why George and Lennie had to flee from Weed.
5. Slim makes the final decision on whether or not Candy’s old dog should be shot. Elaborate on why the ranchers leave it up to Slim to make this final decision.
6. Should the others have been permitted to decide that Old Candy’s dog be put down? Explain your decision.

7. What is significant about the letter Whit reads from the Western magazine?

7. If you were George, would you have agreed to let Candy come with you to your dream farm? Explain.
8. List 3 possible reasons why Curley attacks Lennie in the bunk house. Decide if these reasons are justifiable or not and explain your opinion for each.
9. Why does Curley agree not to get Lennie fired for crushing his hand?

10. If you were Curley, would you have agreed to such an agreement?

11. Predict what would happen if Curley breaks his agreement. Explain reasons or your prediction.

12. Was it right or wrong for George to instigate Lennie to fight back? Explain your opinion.
13. What punishment does Lennie fear he will get for hurting Curley?

14. Why is ironic that Lennie is worried about such a punishment?

Of Mice & Men






Name

Chapter 4 
Guided Reading Questions
1. Why has Crooks been able to accumulate more personal items than the other ranch hands?
2. What reason does Crooks first give for Lennie not being welcome in his room?

3. According to Crooks, why does a person need a companion?

4. What is Crooks’s initial response to Candy’s account of the dream farm and what evidence is there that his attitude changes?

5. According to Curley’s wife, why are the men afraid to talk to her when there is more than one present?

6. Why doesn’t Curley’s wife like talking to her husband?

7. What reason does Candy give when he says that they are no longer afraid that Curley’s wife will get them fired?

8. What makes Crooks so bold as to confront Curley’s wife and tell her to leave his room?

9. How does Candy finally make Curley’s wife leave the barn?

10. What does George say about Candy and Lennie visiting with Crooks?
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Name

Chapter 5 
Guided Reading Questions
1. What has happened to Lennie’s puppy and why?

2. What two pieces of information does Curley’s wife share with Lennie?

3. Why does Curley’s wife offer to let Lennie caress her hair?

4. How and why does Lennie kill Curley’s wife?

5. Why does George say that they can’t let Lennie escape to live on his own?

6. What is Candy’s greatest fear?

7. When George asks Slim about just trying to catch Lennie instead of killing him,

what advice does Slim give George?

8. What makes the men think that Lennie is armed?

9. Where does Curley plan to aim if he shoots Lennie?

10. Who stays with Curley’s wife as the others go off in pursuit of Lennie?
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Name

Chapter 6
Guided Reading Questions

1. What scenes of death does Steinbeck describe in the beginning of Chapter 6 that parallel the events of the previous chapter and foreshadow the event to come?

2. How does the chapter bring the book full circle?

3. What two imaginary visitors does Lennie have while sitting on the river bank?

4. What is the subject of the conversation Lennie has with his first visitor?

5. What does his second visitor tell Lennie that recalls an earlier conversation he had with Crooks?

6. How is George and Lennie’s conversation similar to the one that they had by the pool in Chapter 1?

7. Where has George gotten the gun he takes from his front pocket while sitting with Lennie on the river bank?

8. What evidence is there that George is having a terribly difficult time bringing himself to shoot Lennie?

9. What lie does George tell about the way Lennie died?

10. What evidence is there that Slim understands what has really happened there on the river bank?

Study Guide Answers for Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

Chapter 1

1. George says Lennie will be sick like he was the night before.

2. Lennie always remembers that he will be the one to tend the rabbits on their dream farm.

3. He is carrying it in his pocket so he can pet it as they walk. He likes to pet soft things.

4. George says that if the boss hears Lennie talk before he sees Lennie work, the two men won’t

have a chance of getting the job.

5. He killed the mice by petting them too hard.

6. Lennie tried to feel a girl’s dress. He wanted to pet the dress but she thought he was attacking

her.

7. Lennie wants ketchup to put on his beans.

8. He says migrant workers are lonely because they don’t have any family, they don’t belong

anywhere, and they have nothing to look forward to.

9. They share the dream of buying a small farm together and working it. On this farm Lennie will

tend the rabbits and pet them whenever he wants.

10. George tells Lennie to come to this spot where they are camping and hide in the bushes until

George comes for him.

Chapter 2

1. Each ranch hand keeps his personal items in the apple box nailed over his bunk for that

purpose.

2. Candy, the old swamper, is missing a hand.

3. Candy says that the boss brought a whole gallon of whiskey to the men in the bunkhouse for

Christmas.

4. The boss wears high-heeled boots and spurs.

5. Candy says Curley is good at boxing.

6. Candy says Curley wears the work glove full of Vaseline to keep his hand soft for his new

wife.

7. The men think she is flirting with them. Candy calls her a tart; George calls her a tramp.

Lennie thinks she is pretty.

8. Slim is a master craftsman. He is an expert with the mules and his authority is respected more

than anyone else’s on the ranch.

9. Carlson suggests shooting Candy’s dog because it is so old and it stinks.

10. Lennie wants George to ask Slim if Lennie can have one of the puppies Slim’s dog has just

delivered.

Chapter 3

1. George says Lennie will want to sleep with the puppy Slim has said Lennie can have when it

is weaned.

2. George says that he and Lennie are both from Auburn and that he knew Lennie’s Aunt Clara

who raised him. He says that when the aunt died Lennie had just come along with him to work.

3. The last time George played a trick on Lennie, he told Lennie to jump into a river and Lennie

did even though he couldn’t swim. Before George got him out, he almost drowned. Lennie,

however, was thankful to George for getting him out instead of angry for telling him to jump in.

4. George says that he and Lennie had to flee from Weed because Lennie was accused of trying

to rape a girl there. In fact, he had only been trying to feel the dress she was wearing.

5. Slim is the one who makes the final decision.

6. The letter was written by a former ranch hand they had known.

7. Candy offers to give George $350, his life’s savings, if they will let him come along. With his

money they should be able to buy the farm at the end of the next month so George agrees to let

him in on their dream.

8. Curley attacks Lennie because he thinks Lennie is laughing at him after Carlson has called

him “yella as a frog belly.” In fact, Lennie is smiling at the idea in his head of their farm.

9. Slim convinces Curley that if he tells, everyone will laugh at him for getting beaten up by a

retarded man.

10. George has told Lennie that he will not let Lennie tend the rabbits if he does one more bad

thing. Lennie is afraid this will be that bad thing.

Chapter 4

1. Because of the type of job he has and because Crooks is crippled, he is more permanent than

the other men, so he can accumulate personal items without having to worry about how he will

carry them with him to the next job.

2. Crooks says at first that Lennie is not welcome in his room because Crooks is not welcome in

the bunkhouse.

3. Crooks says that a person who stays alone too long goes “nuts.”

4. Crooks says that the dream will never materialize. He says he has seen hundreds of men

chasing the same dream and never catching it. But when he hears that they have the money for

the farm in the bank, he becomes more convinced and even offers to work for free if they will let

him come with them.

5. Curley’s wife says that the men are “scared of each other... scared the rest is goin’ to get

something on you.”

6. Curley’s wife doesn’t like talking to her husband because all he ever wants to talk about is

beating up people.

7. Candy explains that they are no longer afraid because they now have somewhere else to go—

their own farm.

8. He forgets his own limitations as a black man of the 1930s because Lennie and Candy have

come in and treated him as an equal. For a moment, he later explains, he forgot how powerless

he really is there.

9. Candy gets Curley’s wife to leave the barn by telling her that he has heard the other men

returning from town.

10. George tells them that they should not be in Crooks’s room and that they should not have

told him about the farm.

Chapter 5

1. Lennie has killed his puppy by bouncing it too hard.

2. Curley’s wife tells him about her dream to be an actress, and she tells him her secret that she

does not like Curley.

3. Curley’s wife says that she shares Lennie’s fondness of soft things and since she regards him

as “a big baby,” she sees no harm in letting him feel the softness of her hair.

4. Lennie kills Curley’s wife by breaking her neck because he is shaking her, trying to make her

be quiet so he won’t get into trouble.

5. George says that Lennie will starve out on his own.

6. Candy’s greatest fear is that they will not get the farm.

7. Slim tells George that if they just catch Lennie, he would be strapped down and caged, which

would be worse than death.

8. The men think that Lennie is armed because Carlson comes into the barn and announces that

his gun is missing.

9. Curley is planning to shoot Lennie in the stomach.

10. Candy stays with Curley’s wife.

Chapter 6

1. A water snake gliding in the pool is caught by a heron and eaten while its tail waves

frantically, and a strong wind blows into the clearing and dies down.

2. The book begins and ends at the pool by the clearing.

3. While sitting by the clearing Lennie is visited by a hallucination of his Aunt Clara and of a

gigantic rabbit.

4. Aunt Clara accuses Lennie of doing bad things. She tells him how George is always doing

nice things for Lennie and taking care of him.

5. The rabbit tells Lennie that George isn’t going to let Lennie tend the rabbits and that he’s

going to beat him with a stick. Like Crooks, the gigantic rabbit says that George is going to leave

Lennie and never come back.

6. As in the first chapter, George tells Lennie how easy his life would be if he was alone. And

Lennie tells George that he will run off to the hills and find a cave to live in by himself.

7. George has taken the gun he has from Carlson’s bunk.

8. The first time George raises the gun to the back of Lennie’s head, he can’t pull the trigger and

lays the gun down again. The second time, when he does fire the gun, his hand is shaking

violently.

9. George lets the men believe that he took the gun from Lennie and then shot him in the same

attitude as they would have.

10. Slim shows that he understands what George has done as he consoles George and tells him

that he has only done what he had to do.
